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The common raven (Corvus carzx) has Seen identified as a Jossible avian
oredator on the 2ggs of *he andangered California least rerns (Séerna insila-
rum grownt) nesting on Camp 2a2ndleton, San Diego County; Caiifornia. In
May and June 1989, we captured 21 common ravens within 3.3 &m of :he
Aliso Creek [east remn colony (ACLTC) on Camp Pandleton and Itted them
with radio ransmitters to determine if their Jome-ranges over-iagped e
ACLTC. Home-ranges of 13 nesting aduits and 3 non-nesting icuits were
estimated using :he 35% aarmonic-mean activity area, unumum oavex
cotygon, and 95% eallipse calculation methods. Nesting males and ‘emales
differed in median size of home-ranga (P = 0.0C01; males - mecian = 7.3
xm*, SD = 13.9; females - median = 1.2 km*, SD = 1.1). Home-ranges of 2

Dpairs of ravens, nesting within 1.3 «m of the ACLTC, over-lapped the colo-
ay. Median home-range of the non-nesting ravens was 19.3 <x* (SD =
17.3) and none over-lapped the :em colony. We ooserved the ACLTC ior 77
one-hour Deriods over 43 days and found that ravens approached within
250 m of :he colony on 30 occasions. However, none were seen landing in
the colony. All of the observadons wersa attributed to 2 ‘amulies of ravens
Qesdng within 1.3 km of he colony. No other ravens were seen in the vica-
ity of the tern colony suggesting that these birds may nave seen delending
:he tern colony as part of :heir termitory. If this is Tue, leaching the terrmitori-
al ravens aot 0 2at 2ggs :hrough enavioral moditcadon (2.3., faste aver-
sicn) may e a viable method of srotecting the coiony.



