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USDA AND FAA COLLABORATE IN ASIAN AIRPORT WILDLIFE HAZARD MANAGEMENT WORKSHOPS 

WASHINGTON, Jan. 25, 2006–Wildlife Services, a program within the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, concluded two important workshops in Bangkok, Thailand, and Beijing, China, last week to teach “Wildlife Hazard Management at Airports” and help prevent dangerous collisions between birds and planes.

Richard Dolbeer, USDA’s national coordinator for the airport safety and assistance program, worked with a representative from the U.S. Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) to present the two four-day workshops from Jan. 6 through Jan. 22.  Airport and airline personnel from nations in Southeast Asia attended the Bangkok sessions.  Personnel from all major airports in China participated in the training in Beijing.

The workshops were organized and sponsored by the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) of the United Nations and several Asian airline companies.  ICAO adopted international standards in 2003 to assess the hazards posed by birds on or in the vicinity of airports, take necessary actions to decrease the number of birds and prevent the establishment of sites in the vicinity of airports that would attract birds.  For example, ponds, certain agricultural crops and waste disposal facilities can increase the number of birds at airports.  The workshops were designed to assist Asian airports in implementing programs to meet these new international standards.

Collisions between aircraft and wildlife at airports disrupt air travel and compromise air safety, risking lives in the air and on the ground.  Birds account for roughly 97 percent of all aircraft collisions with wildlife—strikes that sometimes result in injuries or death to passengers and crew and damage to aircraft.  Wildlife strikes cause more than 530,000 hours of aircraft downtime and cost U.S. civil aviation an estimated $500 million every year.  The costs from wildlife collisions with U.S. military aircraft are estimated at well over $100 million per year.  In 2005, WS biologists provided assistance in reducing wildlife hazards at 636 airports nationwide.

Dolbeer received an FAA “Excellence in Aviation Research Award” last year for his work in airport wildlife hazard mitigation.
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