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USDA AND MAINE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE BUILD PARTNERSHIPS TODAY TO PREPARE FOR EMERGENCIES IN THE FUTURE


HERMON, Maine, Aug. 1, 2005–The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service today began a 2-week operation that will help the agricultural community test new technologies and forge new partnerships within the state and at the national level.


The APHIS Training and Development Branch’s Advancing Leader Program 2005 Operation will take place from August 1-12 and involve federal, state and local plant and animal health officials, as well as other interested agricultural stakeholders.  This 2-week event is the culmination of a year-long APHIS leadership development program, and it will help prepare those involved to respond to future agricultural emergencies.  Activities have been planned for various “hot zones” in the state that are potentially at high risk for an exotic plant pest introduction and possible animal disease outbreaks.


Over the next 2 weeks, participants will be conducting real operations using the incident command system (ICS)--a planning tool identified by the National Response Plan that federal, state and local authorities can use to prevent, prepare for, respond to and recover from natural or man-made emergencies.  Among other things, APHIS employees and their state counterparts will be conducting plant pest surveys and registering premises onto the new National Animal Identification System, a tool that will help during responses to animal health emergencies.


By using ICS procedures in real-world operations now, plant and animal health officials will be better prepared to employ these concepts successfully during any future agricultural emergency.  Participants will also identify partnerships within the Maine agricultural community and at the national level, as well as pathways for sharing information among stakeholders.  They will gain experience coordinating the responses of affected parties and communicating at various levels.  


One of the most important goals of the Maine operation is to evaluate how newer technologies can be used before and during animal and plant health emergencies.  Participants will be able to evaluate these systems in a real-world setting and possibly integrate them into future response strategies.  For example, the program organizers are planning on using geographic information systems (GIS) technology.


GIS can be used for scientific investigations, resource management and development planning. The technology integrates common database operations with the unique visualization 
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and geographic analysis benefits offered by maps.  Operational activities such as those beginning

today may help further define what kind of role GIS could play in responding to plant and animal pest and disease outbreaks in the future.  The technology may also help predict disease spread more accurately or at-risk regions more quickly.

 
The APHIS Training and Development Branch Advancing Leader Program encourages creative thinking, team building and provides the opportunity to apply theoretical concepts to real-world settings.   Participants learn in the classroom and in the field.  For more information, please go to <http://www.aphis.usda.gov/mrpbs/training/leadership_track2.html>.
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